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From The President: 


Dear FLARC Members, 


It’s a pleasure and an honor to serve you as your President 
for the ensuing year. Thank you for giving me _ this 
opportunity to work for you. We begin a new decade with a 
Club that is strong, focused and ready. With the help of 
everyone, we will have a year full of events, education and 
lots of fun! 


It is important that those that haven’t completed the 
survey, to please do so. This will let us know what are your 
interests and how we can serve you better as a club. Ed, 
WX2R will provide us with the results during the month of 
February. 


Winter Field Day is coming up on Saturday, January 25th. 
starting at 2pm. We will operate from Memorial Park. We 
look forward in seeing as many members of FLARC join us 
and operate during those 24 hours. 


From my family to yours, | wish you a safe, healthy, and 
prosperous 2020! 


73, 
Nomar, NP4H 
FLARC President 
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Member Profile 


NAME: Gordon Beatty CALL: W2TTT 


Gordon is a Principal Systems Engineer in AT&T's Cloud 
Systems and Infrastructure organization. He has a dream 
job for an avid Amateur Radio operator as he is tasked to 
identify and mitigate issues that are generally “unseen” 
by existing methods, but are degrading the customer 
experience and costing the company hundreds of millions 
of dollars. 


Through the use of both “Machine Learning” techniques 
and practical hands-on experience, Gordon is able to 
solve interesting “puzzles” and to work with exceptional 
colleagues every day. His Amateur Radio experience 
provides Gordon with a strong ability to tinker and 
effectively communicate his results and then to engage 
customers and colleagues alike to work through 
implementation to verify and to scale their application. 


His work environment is pretty unique in that he is able 
to work from home most days, but it is balanced by the 
challenge of having to invent a business-aligned work 
plan every year and demonstrate its business value. 
Again, because of his Amateur Radio experience and 
skills, Gordon has built up a collaborative network of 
AT&T colleagues ranging from technicians to very senior 
corporate management, many of whom are Amateur 
Radio operators, to solve daunting problems with 
cellular, optical, wireline and energy systems that impact 
customers and the business. 


Each year Gordon submits at least thirty patentable ideas 
to the company for their use. Some are held as trade 
secrets and others are pursued as patent filings with the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. As 2019 ends, Gordon 
has ninety-six granted patents in a broad range of 
communications technologies. http://bit.ly/2Zvz9As 


Continued on page 5. 
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January 2020 


The Club Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham Fair Lawn RACES/ARES Corner 


club around, with five operating positions in a permanent 
clubhouse. Visitors and guests are always welcome. The 
club is open every Friday night from NLT 6:30 PM. Business 
meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2020 Officers, Committees and Assignments 
President Nomar Vizcarrando NP4H 
Vice President John L. Howard K2JLH 


Treasurer Al Rasmussen WA2O0OWL 


Secretary Randy Smith Wu2S The FL-ARES members are preparing for emergency 
communications whenever necessary. Of course, this 


takes training and experience from our membership - 
Trustee Ed Efchak WX2R which currently numbers more than a dozen. We are 
Trustee Don Cassarini N2PRT fortunate to make Fair Lawn and the surrounding 
Field Day Steve Wraga WA2BYX communities our home. With our leadership and support 
from the FLARC we can grow and be of assistance in 
many community events. 


Trustee Skip Barker KD2BRV 


Member Services Judith Shaw KC2LTM 
Publicity Ed Efchak WX2R 

Publicity Gene Ottenheimer WO2W Our weekly KB2FLA nets have become more than just 
Publicity Susan Frank W6SKT communication nets. One Wednesday per month 


(usually the 3rd Wednesday) Randy WU2S hosts a video 


Program Lowell Vant Slot W2DLT : - ; 
net demonstration which covers various types of 


Publicity Karl Frain WERBF communication operations. Randy WU2S is an educator 
Nomar Vizcarrando 
Publicity (ex officio) NP4H and has a wealth of knowledge we can all learn from. 
Social Media Dave Marotti NK2Q | would like to thank the FL-ARES volunteers who assisted 
Video/YouTube Thom Guida W2NZ the FL-Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) on 
VE Liaison Gene Ottenheimer Wwo2Ww January 1st for the 5K Rotary Run at Memorial Middle 
VE Liaison Pete Senesi KD2BMX School. Your participation is most appreciated. We will 
. : be assisting FL-CERT with various events going forward. 
Education Gordon Beattie W2TTT 
education Randy Smith wu2s ARES, through the ARRL, is undergoing a 21st century 
Education John L. Howard K2JLH makeover - the timing can't be any better. Please see the 
Education Fred Wawra W2ABE ARRL-ARES article linked below. 
Histor Fred Belghaus W2AAB 
y 8 The new ARES plan aligns ARES with the needs of Served 
Health and Welfare Judith Shaw KC2LTM Agencies: 
Photographer Don Cassarini N2PRT 
W2NPT Trustee Paul Cornett W2IP http://www.arrl.org/news/new-plan-aligns-ares-with- 
Technical Paul Cornett W2IP the-needs-of-served-agencies 
Technical Randy Smith wU2s Please sign up for various nets and activities taking place 
Technical Fred Wawra W2ABE at the following email address: 
RACES Director Dave Gotlib KD2MOB 
RACES Liaison Steve Wraga WA2BYX https://arrl.volunteerhub.com/Ip/nnj 
Newsletter Editor Ed Efchak WX2R 
FL Town Liaison Gene Ottenheimer Wwo2W 
Net Scheduler Brian Cirulnick KD2KLN Continued on page 23. 
Quartermaster Brian Cirulnick KD2KLN 
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January 10, 2020 
January 17, 2020 
January 18, 2020 


January 25-26, 2020 


February 21, 2020 
March 20, 2020 
April 17, 2020 
May 15, 2020 
June 27-28, 2020 
August 21, 2020 


September 18, 2020 


ad 


TBD 


MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 


Class on how to use the club's new Flex radios — at the club 

Florencia Pierri KD2PHZ "The First Mass Audience Radio Broadcast" 
North American SSB QSO Party - club will open at 13:00 EST 

Winter Field Day - Memorial Park 

Ed Efchak WX2R "The 2020 FLARC Member Survey" — at the club 
Howard Michel WB2ITX ARRL CEO "The ARRL Today" — Senior Center 
Rich Moseson W2VU “75 Years of CQ Magazine” — Senior Center 

Hal Kennedy N4GG “Spark At FLARC” Via Skype — Senior Center 

ARRL FIELD DAY — Memorial Park 

FLARC 3 Annual Vintage Night — Senior Center 


Lowell Van’t Slot W2DLT “Working the CQWW SSB Contest At A Caribbean 
Superstation” — Senior Center 


Return Visit To iHeartRadio/WSUS transmitter 
** 2nd Friday of month 


FLARC VEC Exams 


Our next test sessions are scheduled for Saturday, 
January 11th beginning at 09:00 at the Community 
Center. No advanced registration is required but 
always appreciated. The fee is $15.00 (cash or check). 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


Facebook: 
Twitter: 
Blog: 
Youtube: 


Website: 


Please bring positive identification (license, passport, 
etc.), your original license and a copy, original CSCE 
and a copy (if credit is needed). 


http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


@FairLawnARC 


http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 


http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or; 


The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at the 
FairLawnARC.org website. For further information 


contact VE-Liason@FairLawnARC.org. 


Please refer also to the "License Exams" link 
on the main website-- 


: ://bit. - i 
hittns ral sa ARE ot http://bit.ly/FLARC-Testing 


We appreciate your support of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club! 


This is your Club! Be part of it! 
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Interested in Chasing DX? Please Note: Operating at W2NPT 
Starting in January 2019 club trustees have sign-in 
sheets for all operating positions. There is a 
clipboard at Operating Position #1, #2 (digital) and 
#4 with a form on which to sign up for half-hour 
time slots. No longer first come-first served, in 
fairness to all who want to use our club equipment 
and the new antennas. 


A casual group of FLARCers including Van W2DLT, John 
KD2NRS, Brad KM2C, Karl W2KBF, Nomar NP4H, Steve 
WI2W, Jim W2JC, Larry WA2ALY and Fred W2AAB have 
formed an email group to keep each other in touch in 
(real) time of when the rare or interesting ones show up 
to chase. 


Interested? See or contact Van W2DLT. 


FLARC Presents Get Direct With FLARC! 


RiP ar Pawn ge wish Goner Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
http://events.FairLawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
http://news.FairLawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairLawnARC.org 
http://tech.FairLawnARC.org 


David KD2MOB was invited to make a presentation 
on Amateur Radio at the Fair Lawn Jewish Center. 
Randy WU2S, Karl W2KBF and Gene WO2W also 
attended to provide background and comments. 


David invited all to visit the Fair Lawn Amateur 
Radio club and also demonstrated the W2NPT 


repeater by using his Baofeng HT to make htto-livoutube.Falr_awnARC.on 
p:/ly : .org 
contact with Stan KC2K and David N2AAM. 
NEW ! 
https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


FAIR LAWN 
Si 


N >AN J 


The 2020 US Census Is Coming 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


With the 2020 US Census Day rapidly approaching 
(April 1°), the Borough is determined to have as 
December 2019 Blog Traffic 


complete a count as possible. 


December closed the year up in a year of ups and downs. 


Deputy Mayor Gail Rottenstrich has reached out to 
A mixed year as posts were up this month. 


community organizations for help in this effort and 


has asked Ed WX2R to be part of the community’s 
blicit seca cies -— dreaecnd December | December Change 
publicity committee to help get the word out an 2019 2018 
to represent our club. 
Views 495 489 +1% 
Visitors 324 287 + 13% 
Posts 9 7 + 29% 


Cens States°\ 


ensus 


\ 2020 
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There is new content nearly every day so it's really worth 
the look at both + FairLawnARC.org and the blog. 


http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 


www.FairLawnARC.org 


Page 4 


Member Profile, continued 


Gordon's road to Amateur Radio started early when he 
noted that he could hear “far away” AM radio stations 
like WBAL (home of the now defunct American Hockey 
League Baltimore Clippers) on the family kitchen radio 
in Upper Montclair. Then in 1963, when Gordon was 5, 
a young neighbor was earning money for college by 
selling the Collier's Encyclopedia. Gordon's family was 
his first sale! The next year while the young man was 
away at college, his mother handed Gordon a cardboard 
box containing yellowed paper with diagrams and 
notes, wires, headphones, a Quaker Oats box with a coil 
wrapped around it, and a CRYSTAL WITH A CAT'S 
WHISKER! This started the adventure into radio. Signals 
like WPAT and WABC came right into his ears via this 
crystal set connected to a long piece of insulated bell 
wire jammed underneath the window sill and wrapped 
around a branch of a dogwood tree in the front yard. It 
was So exciting! 


A few years later, a new neighbor, Jon Silla, WA2FYT 
(now W4FYT) moved in, and he and his dad put up a tri- 
band quad on a Rohn 25 tower two houses away from 
me on Upper Mountain Avenue — and no one 
complained! Jon was in high school and Gordon was 
much younger, so he got to see Jon's station a few 
times, but he wanted one just like Jon's! Alas, a couple 
of years later, Gordon moved to Shreveport, Louisiana 
where he had another neighbor, a military retiree, who 
had a Heathkit station and yes, a tri-bander on a Rohn 
25 tower! He tried to earn an Amateur Radio license, 
but the code was tough and learning tools were limited 
to listening on the air. Code practice records were 
beyond his budget. Even if he had them, there was NO 
WAY that his Mom would allow anyone to touch her 
beloved stereo which had been custom built by Purdue 
Radio in Montclair. He tried to copy over the air, but 
that was not an effective learning method. Besides, he 
was Starting to build more, after having discovered this 
company called “Radio Shack” in the local shopping plaza. 
This was the old days of Radio Shack and they had just 
been purchased by the Tandy Corporation and had not yet 
been ruined. His Dad didn't understand much about 
electronics, but from time to time, chores and grades were 
rewarded by a trip to buy parts. It was also a time where 
he was able to do some really cool shortwave and AM 
broadcast listening on a used National NC-33 that he 
bought at Southern Electronics. This company was a 
whole new world called, a “parts jobber.” 


Continued on page 23. 
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Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always 
"in" and your club friends all have them... you 
want a shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! 


Don't forget.... they're easy to order. 
Go to www.hamthreads.com 


or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 


Check out the item selection that is posted on 
the FLARC website (with pictures and prices). 
Order the shirts or other items you want with 
either the regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 
60th anniversary logo. Note: RED is the primary 
and preferred club standard shirt color. 


Gene WO2W shows off his spiffy new FLARC hat 


2019 FLARC Speaker Series 
Locations: 


SPEAKERS WHO ARE FLARC MEMBERS: 
FLARC CLUBHOUSE 


SPEAKERS WHO ARE INVITED GUESTS: 
FAIR LAWN SENIOR CENTER 
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Congratulations 
To Our New Officers! 


Va 
= 


The holiday party brings together incoming and outgoing 
Council Officers and Trustees 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 


if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
FLARC was established in 1956 and has met continuously 
since inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of 
Fair Lawn. The club meets every Friday at 6PM at 
the club station in The Fair Lawn Community Center, 
10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. Business meetings are the 
first Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has over one hundred paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year/S20 for new members. 


For more information, please see our website, at 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


All content in The Resonator is protected by copyright ©. 
No other use without permission. 


Content and opinions expressed by contributors 
do not necessarily reflect the policies of the Fair 
Lawn Amateur Radio Club, its Officers or 
members. Contributors grant express permission 
to FLARC to distribute articles in this or any issue 
of The Resonator. Authors also grant express 
permission for the use and/or repurposing of 
these articles, in part or in full, in other 
publications with credit to the original author 
and to The Resonator. All material is copyright 
©2019. Do not copy or reproduce any of this 
material without the written permission of 
FLARC. 


“POP-UP TUESDAYS” 
HAVE ARRIVED! 


The club will be open - but not every 
Tuesday - from 6:30 - 9:00. Check the club 
calendar and your email each week for the 

current schedule. 


Stay Tuned For SDR Learning 


Nomar NP4H and Brad KM2C are preparing content 
related to SDR within the near future. 


Friday - January 10th was announced as the date for 
this training, at the club, by Brad KM2C - at 7:30pm. 


FAIR. LAWN 
~~ e 


N AN 5 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 
With New Antennas On The Roof! 
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2019 Near and Far Net Check-In's 

Now in its third year, the FLARC Near and Far net is 
chugging along each week. Here is list of our check-ins 
beginning on New Year's Night in no particular order. 
Mondays at 8PM on the repeater. 


2019 Member Profiles 


The year is now complete and here is a list of the 2019 
monthly profiles. See past profiles elsewhere in The 
Resonator to check back in the archives to see each 
featured member's background. 


Name Call 
Dave ZAM Month Name Call Sign 
elds Wwo2w January 2019 Dave KD2JIP 
aan wZDL February Jim K2ZO 
Karl W2KEF March Zach KC2RSS 
ata poze April Bob N2SU 
Ed Wek May Stan KC2K 
Steve Whe June Steve WA2BYX 
pial KDZKIN July Roger K2RRB 
nen WEEE August Judith KC2LTM 
John K2BIx September Chris W2TU 
Fred W2AAB October Bob N2SU 
Bob KDZBKD November Bob WAZISE 
Randy wu2s December Carol KD2NMV 
Dave KDZUIP January 2020 Gordon W2TTT 
Larry KD2QFI 
Steve WI2W 
Brad KM2C 
Thom WN2zZ 2019 Near and Far Net Check-Ins 
Ron KC2TBD (Continued) 
oats <DzMOE 
Bob KM4CPU Andrew KC2G 
Bob KEOOPX Kenneth KC2OKR 
jim W2IC a ToRne 

: re 
ent SEY Judith KC2LTM 
Dave KO Tyrell KB2TJK 
Noel NZOEE Glenn KB2MDR 
Ray KD2RBW Dave N2DEA 
Larry KD2QFI Skip KD2BRV 
Matt K2FTP Dave WA2SVM 
Paul K2PJC George W3EH 
Tom WB2KWD Art WA2KXE 
Brian KD2OAZ George WB2KQG 
Bob N2HIP Victor W2RCC 
Al KC2SAV 
Chris W2TU 
Anton K2PLB Thanks for your continuing support of 
Ray KD2RIK the Near and Far Net during 2019! 
Watson K3WAT 
Kevin KD2RJM See you on the air in 2020! 
Roger K2RRB 
Jonathan KC2RRK 
Glenn KB2MDR 
Oakley KD2SOF 
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Some Recent Special Event Stations 
By: Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


Special Event stations aren’t anything new in amateur radio, but if you haven’t worked any, please consider them as 
part of your HF operating plans. Some celebrate an anniversary, such as a club’s 50" or earlier founding; others 
activate a place with historical significance, or commemorate a tragic event. Some are just put on the air for fun. 
Here are some Special Event stations that | have worked during the past year or so. 


Several stations celebrated the 50" anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing. Here’s one from N1A, operated by 
the Milford (Ohio) Amateur Radio Club. 


First Man on the Moon 
50th Anniversary 


Neil Armstrong and “earthrise” appear on the card. | worked them first on 40 meter CW, and later on 40 meter SSB. 
Special Event stations are most commonly heard on SSB, but sometimes they plug in a key, too! 


Below is the reverse side of the QSL from N1A, which includes a photo of Buzz Aldrin making his famous “moon 


walk” back in 1969. | remember that event very well. We were all glued to our TV screens to watch the drama 
unfold, and history being made. Those were exciting times! 


“That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind” N 1 
ay | \ 


First Man on the Moon 
% 50th Anniversay ; 


Confirmed QSO with: 


W2ARE 


- Cor Month Day x Frequency RST =-Mode 
emia 02/2 RORIAEED 


Card Front: Earthrise / Neil Armstrong + s<« .~» Card Back: Buzz Aldrin salutes the U: S. flag 


Sponsered by the Milford (Ohio) Amateur Radio Club- www-w8mrc.com. "> UxS5u0! phar 
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Some Recent Special Event Stations 


We heard Aldrin speak to us via the downlink, including the words at the top of the card’s reverse side: “That’s one 
small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” It was certainly a day to remember! 


Another station celebrating the Apollo 11 mission was N4A, operated by the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center 
Amateur Radio Club from Huntsville, Alabama. 


N4A 
Apollo 11 50" Anniversary 


NASA Marshall Space Flight Ce 
NN4SA 


N4A was worked on 20 meter SSB. A third station celebrating Apollo 11 was N5A, operated by the Razorback 
Contest Club in Springdale, Arkansas, which was also worked on 20 meter SSB. 


Greetings from Arkansas? 
/ Commenorating the 50% anniversary 
, Of the Apollo 11 moonlanding 
73! Razorback Contest Club 
3407 Diana St. 
Springdale, AR 72764 
K5DB — QSL Mgr. USA 
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Some Recent Special Event Stations 


One more station was worked celebrating the 50" anniversary of the lunar landing — this time K7O, operated at the 
Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona. 


A AMATEUR R RADIO BPECIAL EVEN 
eG cease FuAGsaay 's LON | 


Rect 


LOWELL OBSERVATORY, FLAGSTAFF f 
COCONINO COUNTY, ARIZONA, USA LOWELL 


Lowell Observatory’s role in the Apollo 11 mission is described on the reverse of the QSL from K7O: “NASA chose the 
personnel and equipment at Lowell to train the astronauts on lunar topology. The astronauts used the Clark Telescope 
to observe and familiarize themselves with the planned landing areas.” K7O was operated by members of the Northern 
Arizona DX Association, both on-site and at members’ home stations. Contact was made on 20 meter SSB. 


In June, a number of stations were active on the Museum Ships Weekend. Here’s a card from K8E, operated from 
the S.S. Col. James M. Schoonmaker at the National Museum of the Great Lakes in Toledo, Ohio. | worked them on 


40 meter SSB. 


Col. Tataes M. Schoonmaker { 
National Museum of the Great Lakes | 
Toledo, Ohio 
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Some Recent Special Event Stations 


The Schoonmaker was built in 1911; a freighter plying the waters of the Great Lakes carrying iron ore for 
steel mills until 1980, when the domestic steel industry fell on hard times. After sitting idle for seven years, 
the city of Toledo purchased her and later made her into a Museum Ship, docked on the banks of the 
Maumee River. [1] The station was operated by the Toledo Mobile Radio Association, on 40 meter SSB. 


There is another Special Event station that has been active for some years, commemorating another 
famous ship once well known on the Great Lakes. This station is W8F, which can be heard on and around 
every November 10". In this case, though, it commemorates the tragic sinking of the $.S. Edmund 
Fitzgerald. 


=. <Cuneucnaati the Fatty: tied Y 
WetsctViCl tyes Es of if SS! Bayes 5 upoevele 
at 


Report: 


This certificate confirms contact with the station on 40 meter CW. It was operated by the Livonia 
(Michigan) Amateur Radio Club. For a detailed account of the sinking (cause still in dispute), see Note [2], 
below. 


Canadian singer Gordon Lightfoot wrote a popular song about the sinking of the Fitzgerald, which received 
a lot of airplay in 1976. You can’t help but be moved by it. Follow the link below to hear it: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=9vST6hVRj2A 
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Some Recent Special Event Stations 


Not all Special Event stations commemorate a historic event, tragic or otherwise. 


contests, such as this one from N7N, which was used by a group of three California amateurs operating from 
different Nevada counties during the “7QP,” the 7 call area QSO Party in May, 2019: 


7QP 2018 % 


N/7N 


OPS: K9YC W6JTI W6GJB 


The card confirms contacts on 40 meter CW from two Nevada counties, Humboldt and Hershing. (County hunting is 


another of my “vices”). 


And closer to home, here is the special event card used for the 2018 New Jersey QSO Party contest by the Fair Lawn 


Amateur Radio Club ! 


=] ri =) a i i i —" ma j 
e 


Sometimes, they are used in 


O/NV WHI 
O/NV EUR 
Q/NV LAN 
Q/NV CHU 


Some Recent Special Event Stations 


Not all Special Event stations have special call signs, either. Here’s a card from the Mountaineer Amateur Radio 
Association in West Virginia, W8SP. They were celebrating their 100" anniversary as a radio club, and their 
gq anniversary as an A.R.R.L Affiliated Club. | worked them on 40 meter CW. 


TILLY Marion County 
\ p Grid Loc EM99wk 


Club members honored = 


: Member of WY State 
as WV eee Amateur Radio Council 
Amateur of the Year WV, 

1968 - Don Morris - W8.JM = “3 


1987 - Bob Robinson - KU8C 
1929 - Chnek McClain - KRTIOV 


W eat Virginia 


Here’s one that us ex-SWLs will appreciate. It’s from WC8VOA, commemorating the 75" Anniversary of the Voice of 
America, and the 73° Anniversary of the VOA relay station at Bethany, Ohio. 


Commemorating the 73rd anniversary of the 
Voice of Aberica Bethany Relay Station and 
the 7Sth anniversary of the Uoice of America. 


WCSVOA www.wc8voa.org 
PO Box 913 - West Chester, OH 45071 USA 
Butler County - GRID EM79ti ITU Zone: 4 CQ Zone: & 


Transceiver: 


Antenna: 


CONFIRMING QSO WITH DAY MONTH YEAR UT MHz RST S/R MODE 


W246 241 6 |/9\z0%2, 7 14 |B 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 13 


Some Recent Special Event Stations 


The station was originally established back in the 1930s by Crosley Broadcasting as the shortwave outlet of AM 
broadcast station WLW. In later years, the transmitter site was acquired by the V.O.A. It operated under two calls, 
first, WLWL and later WLWO. | heard WLWO many times in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Here are QSLs from both 
stations: WLWL (Crosley) in “Cincinnati” in 1947, and as WLWO (V.O.A.) in Mason, Ohio, (both actually in Bethany) in 
1959: 


5 eo 


VERIFICATION CARD- 
a WLWL 


Crosley Broadcasting Corporation Cincinnati, Ohio, USA 


Frequency _17,955 kilocycles 
Date March 30, 1947 
es 
Time 12.15 - 13.15 GuT 
SS 


Thanks very much for your report, We'll be happy to iia? 


from you again, 


Ne tse - 'Gn-¥g 


THE VOICE OF AMERICA 


NOTES: 
(1] “Col. James M. Schoonmaker,” Wikipedia, at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Col. James M. Schoonmaker 


[2] Ley, Sean, “The Fateful Journey,” Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum Website, at: 
https://www.shipwreckmuseum.com/edmund-fitzgerald/the-fateful-journe 


(3] Mishkind, Barry, “JOA Bethany Site Tour,” Cincinnati History Section of the Broadcast Archive, at: 
https://www.oldradio.com/archives/stations/cinc/VOApix.htm 
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Some Recent Special Event Stations 


For a detailed description of the V.O.A. station at Bethany-Mason, including a lot of pictures of the facility, please see 
Note [3], above. 


Although most Special Event stations commemorate or celebrate many serious events, this one is quite different, 
and it is my favorite. It is from station WOO, operated by the Mid-Missouri Amateur Radio Club, operating from an 
uninhabited farm house in Frankenstein, Missouri, (yes, there really is such a place), and it celebrates Halloween! 


\ ma: 
he} IX if 


MIDEM 


A close look will reveal many details, such as the castle with various antennas installed on it, a figure of the 
Frankenstein monster in a graveyard, carved Jack o’ Lanterns, a poisonous mushroom, body parts in bottles, a hand 
emerging from a grave, a skull, a “ghost,” and grave stones marked with the names and calls of the operators. A 
truly unique Special Event station! Look for them next year, too. 


With that, we end this short tour of the wonderful, sometimes wacky world of Special Event stations. Even if you 
don’t know a dit from a dah, you can still work plenty of them on HF SSB, so check latest announced listings here... 


https://www.eham.net/forum/index 


Or here... 


(Log-ins required to post or reply to comments). 


73 and Happy New Year! 


Fred, W2AAB 
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Past FLARC Member Profiles Congratulations! 


Here is a list of past member features and ies Pete (KD2BMX) reports the results of the December 
welcome your recommendations for new profiles 7, 2019 FLARC VEC Amateur Radio Exam Sessions: 


-- including your own. 


Total Number of Candidates served: 1 


Month Name Call Sign Congrats on a pass!! 
January 2016 Pete KB2BMX 
February Marco KC2ZMA 
March Ron KC2TBD Eugene Ventigila None Technician 
April Kai K2TRW 
May Larry WAZ2ALY 
June Dave N8MAR 
July Steve WI2W 
August Thom W2NZ 
September Brian KD2KLN 
October Brad KM2C 
November Al WA20WL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
December George W3EH 
January 2017 Fred W2ABE 
February Dave KD2MOB 
March Randy WU2S FLARC Coffee Pot (SK) 
April Lee KD2DRS ; 
vay RL Wipe eli rei meee 
aune care REZ family and friends at its tableside. It went peacefully with just 
July Kevin KC2KCC a few last valiant attempts at a final perk and then it was 
August Robert KD2NOG gone. 
September Robert KD2BKD 
October John KD2NRS Don N2PRT, Brian KD2KLN and Ed WX2R noted no further 
November Fred W2AAB pulse upon inspection and pronounced it dead. Fortunately, 
December Margaret W2GB we quickly secured the Senior Center pot and kept the crowd 
January 2018 Brian KD20AZ eadeinated: 
February Bennett KO20K Our dear friend was discretely disposed of at the recycling 
March Van W2DLT center on December 16" with full honors. 
April Aly AL@Y 
May Bruce NJ2BK 
June Dave N2AAM 
July Karl and W2KBF and 
Susan W2SKT 
August Steve KA2YRA 
September Paul K2PJC 
October Skip KD2BRV 
November Ed WX2R 
December Tom N2AAX 


By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a binder of all 
back issues of The Resonator and it's located in the club 
office. Thanks Randy!!! 


Back issues are also available on our website. FLARC canes pot (SK) 
http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.org 
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Be “The Boss” For An Hour - 
Become A Net Control Operator 
for the W2NPT "Near And Far" Net! 


What is the "Near and Far Net"? 
It's a get-together on-the-air to chat about stuff! 


It takes place on Monday nights at 8pm (eastern local 
time) on the W2NPT repeater (145.47Mhz, 600 kHz 
negative shift, PL tone 167.9). You do NOT need to be 
able to hit the repeater to participate; heck you don't 
even need a radio (although you will need a call-sign). 


You can connect to the net via ECHOLINK (on your 
computer or cell-phone), and you can even run the net 
as a net controller via Echolink. So, do not be held back 
by any preconceived notions. We welcome everyone 
into the net and *if* you do wish to run the net, we 
can provide you with everything you'll need to 
comfortably perform that function. 


So join us on Mondays at 8pm, and if you wish to sign 
up for Net-Control, for *any* Monday of 2020, contact 
KD2KLN@ARRL.NET 


FAIR LAWN 
A 


N ~AN~ J 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Member Count Continues To Grow 


Last year’s October issue of The Resonator noted 
that the club had reached a total of 145 members. As 
we go to press the number is now at or about 162; 
an approximate 10% increase. 


162!! 


PAY YOUR 
DUES NOW! 


and help keep that number for 2020. 
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January 2020 Near and Far 
Net Controls 


Here is the roster for net controls for the upcoming 
month as reported by Brian KD2KLN: 


Date Net Control 


January 6th Nomar NP4H 
January 13th Brian KD2KLN 
January 20th Dave KD2MOB 
January 27th Dave N2AAM 


The Near and Far Net now averages close to 20 check- 
ins on an average week! Cool beans. 


But we need more volunteers to be net controls -- 
if everyone takes their turn it's less burden on the 
others. And it's easy. Volunteer --- don't wait to be 
asked (unless you really want to be flattered). 


Want To Help Set The Direction 
of FLARC for 2020? 


Now is the time to begin thinking about what 2020 will 
mean for the club. The annual member survey is the 
starting point for measuring ideas and interests and 
now is the time to get your input into the member 
agenda. 


This year’s input included special events, the voluntary 
donation fund, and opening the club beyond Friday 


nights. Great feedback from NJ'S fastest growing club. 


2020 will be here before you know it. Ooops, it's here! 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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The Way We Were -- 
By Fred Belghaus W2AAB 


Strange Call Signs of the 
1920s and ‘30s 


Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


While planning this month’s column, | discovered an unexamined area in our history that deserves some special 
attention. So rather than cover the technical aspects of amateur radio in the 1920s as | had planned, I’ve decided 
to focus on this unexplored area — the many non-amateur stations that were once legal to work by amateurs 
during the 1920s and 1930s. As usual, the inspiration for this study was to be found on some old QSL cards. 


What were these stations? Most were ea SS 
military bases, ships, some commercial 

operations, and scientific or archeological 
expeditions. Apparently, these stations 
(especially military) were permitted to 
operate in the amateur bands, as in this 
example, from station CX7, the Headquarters 
station of the 69" Infantry Brigade, (National 
Guard), located at the Topeka, Kansas Armory, 
in 1927. Contact was made on the 40 meter 
band, CW, with station 1RP, who was licensed 
to Verne W. Loper of Easton, Connecticut. [1] 


Another military station was AB4, operated by the U.S. Army Signal Corps at Ohio State University, in 1924. 
No call sign of the station worked is given on the card. 


STOMAL CORPS N 
LOCATED AT OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 


Using 50 Watt Transmitter Special Circuit 


Heard PPR Mar a 


Character of Sigj 
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The Way We Were 
Station C3N was an experimental station of the U.S. Navy at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, that worked amateur 


station SNW of Denton, Texas, in 1926. [2] 


IM. UR 2s> sigs WS HRLZ< 


HELLO--Y..~ <--- 

QSB-¢QSS2.2L£QRM 4£ ATELY AM HST. 
RECEIVER TRANSMITTER 

PS is > S 

TUNER “- 15a we oe 

Y AHO. MILLI- 


AMPLIFIER SG 
..-£4 02/ RADIATION 


hs erly, BO, Weems 
REMARKS. Beg ki Peete ie tat 5 ae fe Pipe regia 
OA. pak pars. LE. he eR Cd... 


RADIO EXPERIMENTAL LABORATORY 
. S, NAVAL SUBMARINE BASE QRK? 
4 , HAWAII 
gee aoeaneall PsE QSL. E.L. LAMPLUGH 

OPERATOR 


The once well known U.S. Navy station NBA at Balboa, U.S. Canal Zone was worked by U 1ACI of Attleboro 
Massachusetts in 1926. [3] 


Box ““M’’, Balboa, Cana! Zone 


oma i Tiga ea 192.6 


| | Rai TAS sy ee OY UESigs Sez SvED Here Y97os- Kes ale | 


| Audibility.. 7 ~ J Characte%ec, tone oe § 
 ——- NBA QRN, Sea 


asp. QSL. and QRK? Ke ; REZ 
‘ lLéddad. U.S. Navy. 2 4 
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The Way We Were 


In 1924 station NCG, operated by the U.S. Coast Guard at Fort Tilden, New York, confirmed a contact with 
amateur station 3BMN. 


Fort Tilden was built in 1917 as an artillery post to protect New York Harbor during World War |. During 
the 1930s, it was rebuilt and later used as a staging area for U.S. Army troops before embarking to Europe 
starting in 1941. During the Cold War era, it served as a Nike missile base until 1974, when the land was 
turned over to the National Park Service’s Gateway National Recreation Area. [4] Ruins of its large gun 
emplacements and bunkers can still be seen there. 


The U.S. Naval Research Lab at Anacostia, Maryland was station NKF. Here’s a 1925 QSL for a QSO with 
amateur station 3BWT, located in Washington, D.C. 


(OVER) Form N. KR. L, 


Contact was made on the 40 meter (CW) band. For those interested in learning about some of the N.R.L.’s 
recent scientific work, please refer to reference [5], below. 
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The Way We Were 


Here’s a particularly interesting card from station NRRL, the U.S.S. Seattle, in May, 1925. The card confirms 
a QSO with California amateur 6OF, licensed to E.L. Lemoureux of Los Angeles. [6] 


The U.S.S. Seattle was part of the United States Fleet, connected with the Naval Research Laboratory 
(see above). At the time of the contact, their QTH was Hawaii. The ship was en route to Australia and 
New Zealand. 


Sometimes, the call signs of these non-amateur stations were more conventional, using the “W” or “K” 
prefixes, better known by amateurs. One of these was the station located at what was once known as 
Scott Field in Illinois. Its call was WYF, and it sometimes also operated in the amateur bands. 


Scott Field was established in 1917, during World War |. It was named for a Corporal of that name who 
was the first enlisted man to be killed in an aircraft accident in June of that year. Some 60 buildings were 
constructed by the Signal Corps, including a mile long railroad spur to connect with the Southern Railroad. 
Training for pilots began there in August, 1917, and by the end of the war in 1918 some 300 pilots had 
been trained at Scott Field. It became an airship station in 1921, and by the late 1920s, a balloon launch 
site. Additional buildings were added in 1940, and during World War II its main function was training radio 
operators and technicians. In 1948, it was renamed Scott Air Force Base, and it is presently the home of 
the 375" Military Airlift Wing. [7] 
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The Way We Were 


Here’s a QSL from their station, confirming a contact with amateur station 1RP (W1RP), Verne W. 
Loper, of Easton, Connecticut, who was licensed for a maximum power of 75 Watts. [8] The QSO dates 
from June, 1928. 


Their transmitter was a 50 Watt CW rig using a TPTG (Tuned Plate Tuned Grid) circuit. 
Here’s a basic schematic of a TPTG oscillator: 


J.B. Hoag, Basic Radio 
http://www.vias.org/basicradio/basic radio 15 05.html 


This was a very “touchy” circuit, and one that was only used for a short time because of its technical 
shortcomings. For a detailed description of the TPTG circuit, (and why it soon fell out of favor with 
amateurs), see Note [9] below. 


The Receiver at WYF was a Karas Electric Co. (regenerative) model. Karas was one of many manufacturers 
in the 1920s, whose products included complete receivers, audio transformers, variable capacitors, 


telegraph repeaters, railroad electrical equipment, and even bench vises. For an example of one of the 
Karas receivers, see this link: 


https://www.americanradiohistory.com/hd2/IDX-Site-Early-Radio/Archive-Radio-Broadcast-IDX/IDX/1922- 


1930/Radio-Broadcast-1927-02-OCR-Page-0003.pdf 
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The Way We Were 


Here’s an unusual QSL from station WSQ, on the Str. Lydonia, a vessel operated by the U.S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey. They were preparing hydrographic charts covering areas on the east coast of Florida. 


<5 * 


RADIO__Y6QL-_--_----- Po 


TRANS xX 


QSR ANITIME 
QRL “ 


The QSO took place in November 1928 with amateur station W6QL on 21.1 meters (approximately 
14.200 MHz). W6QL was located in Patton, California. [10] 


WSQ ran 90 watts to an M.O.P.A. circuit, with a Zepp antenna. The receiver consisted of a simple 222 
detector tube with one audio stage. For some details of the Lydonia’s work on the Florida coast, see 
Note [11]. 


The Lydonia started life as a U.S. Navy ship, but was later placed in service with the Geodetic Survey, then 
as a U.S. Coast Guard cutter during World War Il, offering assistance to U.S. Navy ships. She was 
decommissioned in 1947. [12] 


Some abbreviations on this card might need explanation! The STR in the ship's name means "Steamer." 
The letters to the left of the callsign were partially described earlier in this series; NU was the early, 
"intermediate" way of describing location — N for North America, U for United States. The X indicates a 
portable station. 
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The Way We Were 


- 
ee 


Photo of the steamer Str. Lydonia 


Private yachts were also active on the ham bands during this period, some of them owned by prominent individuals. 
One of these was the Schooner Yacht “Fisherman,” owned by the popular writer of Westerns — Zane Grey. 


Grey was an athlete and avid fisherman who, after giving up the practice of dentistry, turned to writing novels about 
the West. After achieving some success as a writer, he built the 190 foot “Fisherman” as a “mothership,” plying the 
seas with a number of smaller fishing boats in his “fleet.” Much of his sport fishing took place in Mexico, Central and 
South America, Australia, New Zealand, and the South Pacific. Grey was such a famous sport fisherman that the 
Zane Grey Invitational fishing tournament was established in his name, operated by Zane Grey Enterprises. [13] Fora 
short video about Grey’s fishing exploits see this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IN33kNeU4| 


On January 22, 1927, Grey’s “Fisherman” contacted amateur station 6AGD, licensed to Robert P. McKay of Whittier, 
California, who is shown in government records as running a maximum power of only 10 Watts. [14] Here’s the QSL 
from Grey’s yacht, KNT. They were 50 miles north of Auckland, New Zealand, copying McKay’s QRP rig an R4 
(roughly equal to an RST of 449 today), but later lost in QRM. 


té we ak eaten was PPS i = = 
7 Sup eee QSSS ada 


ai | \ SHORT-WAVE RECEIVER 


| Self-rectified tuned grid y Grebe CRI8— 
and tuned plate circuit, using 150-1000 METER RECEIVER | 


two UV204A tubes with 500- Grebe CR6 Oe he 
le supply. LONG-WAVE RECEIVER 


Input was LBL... tts. in Grebe CR7 


2 ee 


(ae ae Schooner-Faght, FISHERMAN 
Owned by Zaxe Grey, 


ELTA LPPEMLIUSDP 


| oe snub RE hea i 2 : 


sa LG 
Please QSL your card to me care ae 4... 


Bho utey.LAD- Sa Sppriig Sp baslbyehes, 


Editor's note: There does not seem to be any indication of what frequency/band the QSO was made on! 
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The Way We Were 


The rig at KNT was a “self-rectified” TPTG circuit using a pair of UV204As with a “500 cycle [Hertz] [power] supply.” 
The input power is given as 750 Watts. The 204A is an early high power triode with a thoriated tungsten filament 
that could be operated at a maximum plate voltage of 2,500 Volts in Class C (telegraphy) service. It was a BIG tube, 
with a maximum height of 14-3/8 inches! [15] 


The antenna was a vertical 70 feet high, operating on its third harmonic, which | believe would mean on the 
20 meter band, based on the thought that 70 feet is just over one quarter wave on 80 meters. Three different 
receivers were installed on the “Fisherman,” including one for long waves and another for medium waves, but the 
receiver in use for the high frequency amateur bands, and the one that was used during the contact, was a Grebe 
CR18. The other two receivers were also Grebe models: a CR7 for long waves and a CR6 for 150 through 
1,000 meters (300 through 2000 kHz). 


Here’s a picture of a Grebe CR18 receiver, a very classy piece of radio equipment in its day, and one popular with 
those amateurs able to afford it: 


Image: http://www.sparkbench.com/homebrew/grebe/cr18.html 


The A. H. Grebe Company was located in Richmond Hill, New York, and the company held both an amateur “special 
land station” call, 2ZV, and the experimental call 2XE. Grebe receivers are highly collectible today, and command 
high prices in good condition. 


Next is a QSL from another yacht, “Ripple.” Its call sign was KFLF, confirming another contact with amateur station 
6AGD (see above) on September 23, 1927. 


This was another good DX contact for amateur operator McKay, because the QTH of the “Ripple” at the time of the 
contact was American Samoa. It just goes to show that low power can still work some nice DX, even back in the 
1920s, with the operator at the other end of the QSO struggling to copy on a regenerative receiver. 
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The Way We Were 


Unfortunately, after making a thorough search for further information about the yacht “Ripple,” your 
columnist is unable to report any further details about it. All that can be guessed is that since it originated 
in Los Angeles, it is possible that its owner may have been a member of the well known Los Angeles Yacht 
Club, still an active organization in that city. Here’s their QSL, though: 


Los Angeles 


fy 


a lea A “ 
t ed rv, CIM 


ee | 


e ~ : 
QSL To—Radio KFLF 
2301 E Vernon St., Los Angeles 


Another unusual card is this one, from station STB in 1926. They worked what appears to be amateur 
station 2BJP, which call does not appear in the 1926 or 1927 call books. (Il may be misreading the call). 


DUTCH AERODROME LOW POWER 
EXPERIMENTAL STATION AT SOESTERBERG HOLLAND 


TO RADIO fe) 
- g 


~~ . —"§ callinc 
Ur crd ray “Ee + — workin: 
QRK . QRB . WRH  & QRM QRE , QSB 


Rok! VER | TRANSMIS ip 
ve 


9 (Uf 5 2 : 4 
2 rtos Ge 2, “ark owt ge 2 4 
Aerial YK feos. rah Inn py Aerial a ae 


Earth i Counterpom® -_. ey 9771. 
Valves...4 —CU CU “4S Z LL 
QRK STB? Supply aaa, ee L257. mA, 
Pse QSL by , a4 - Acrial cura’ /4 Bip. on 4S.M. 
Remarks Lkex er (eg 2 Ie 
$oaD2& lo oro V/A tte D711 hits 
Catt radian Sep ba ee 
SRL ATAR . i 
© e Van CO 4 
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The Way We Were 


noel The call sign STB does not conform to 
= the later national prefixes established 
for the Netherlands, because there was 
no official prefix established yet. 
What’s unusual about STB is that it was 
an experimental station located at the 
Soesterberg Aerodrome. 

[ SoesTerBerg = STB !] 


Soesterberg is located about 9 miles 
from the city of Utrecht, and the 
aerodrome was established in a 
marshy area just outside the town in 


Soesterberg, Viiegveld i 


Image: Abandoned, Forgotten, and Little Known Airfields in Europe (See Note 14) 1910. It saw service first during World 
War |, and expanded somewhat in the 


early 1920s through the 1930s. In May, 1940, German forces occupied the city, and the aerodrome was 
taken over by the Luftwaffe. Beginning in 1944, Allied bombers attacked the aerodrome, causing serious 
damage. It took six years to rebuild it, and its reconstruction was finally completed in 1951. In 1954, the 
Dutch government agreed to allow a U.S. Air Force Squadron to be installed there, under the authority of 
the Royal Netherlands Air Force, and its runway extended to conform to NATO standards. The American 
squadron served there until it was disbanded in 1994. [16] Above is a view of the aerodrome in 1956. 


Soesterberg Aerodrome was renamed Soesterberg Air Base, and while the U.S. Air Force squadron served 
there, their section was known as Camp New Amsterdam. The Dutch air base was ultimately closed on 
December 31, 2008 due to budget cuts by the Dutch government. [17] 


Here’s a 1929 card from station FR5 which was operated by the U.S. Army Air Corps at France Field in the 
former Panama Canal Zone. The “K” in front of the call signified that it was a station located in one of the 
U.S. Territories. 


QSBSEM, QSLL AG... QSX. EMT sme 
TNX GBR NICE 40 MTR QS0,ES 
BPR TO CU AGN SN,TT CRD O 
URS Wb B APPRECIATED 
JUST AS MUCH AS THJ 


ms Of TNX VY 

f S Wi 
n 

igi Ns set 
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The Way We Were 


Originally established in 1918 as “Coco Walk Aerodrome,” it was the first airfield built to protect the 
Panama Canal. Later, a Naval Air Station was built nearby. In April, 1918, 1* Lt. Howard J. France was the 
first pilot killed in the Canal Zone in a hydroplane crash at Lake Galun. The airfield was re-named in his 
honor. During World War Il, France Field protected the Atlantic side of the Canal from submarine attacks 
in the Caribbean. After 1945, the field was reduced to only three air groups, and officially closed in 1949. It 
then became a civilian field re-named Colon Airport, but remained under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Air 
Force until 1973, which occasionally used it as a satellite field for Albrook Air Force Base. In 1979, with the 
Canal Zone being returned to the government of Panama, the field was again re-named as Enrique Adolfo 
Jimenez Airport, honoring the former President of Panama from 1945 to 1948. [18] 


Contact was with W7AAR of Seattle, Washington. [19] The transmitter at FR5 was a Hartley circuit using a 
211A Power Triode with 750 volts on the plate and a plate current of 200 milliamperes, which equals 150 
Watts input power. The receiver is an “S.M. #730.” This is a Silver-Marshall receiver, developed by 
McMurdo Silver, a famous receiver designer and manufacturer of the 1920s, still active in radio equipment 
manufacturing until the 1940s. The Model 730 was a shortwave set originally sold as a kit, and commonly 
known as the “Round the World Four,” because it used four tubes: one stage of RF amplification, a 
detector, and two stages of audio amplification. [20] 


Moving on to the 1930s, here’s a card from NAGM, the San Francisco-based U.S.S. Chicago dated 
October 27, 1937, for a contact made during “Navy Day,” an early effort by military stations to work 
amateurs, similar to Armed Forces Day today. 


NAGM -- U. S. S. CHICAGO 


Navy October 
Day 27 
San 1937 

Francisco 


pede 
ie omchy SCOFOR 


SIAONS 
Loy 


Captain H. B. Riebe, USN 
Commanding U. S. S. Chicago 
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The Way We Were 


The QSL confirms contact with N6DIY (W6DIY), who was a member of the Naval Reserve. The “N” prefix 
was used by amateurs working in U.S.N.R. nets on 80 meters (and | believe 160 meters) only. The card is 
signed by the Commander of the U.S.S. Chicago, Capt. H.B. Riebe and Admiral J.K. Taussig, Commander of 
Cruisers, Scouting Force. 


On October 1, 1928, all licensed amateur stations were required to include an internationally mandated 
prefix for their call signs. Most nations complied, but not all. In the continental U.S.A., this became W; in 
Canada, VE for most of its territory, except for Newfoundland and Labrador, which were assigned VO. Here 
is a QSL from a Dutch ship, call sign PXR, the S.S. Procyon, dated Christmas Day, 1930. Originally, most of 
the prefixes PA through PZ were assigned to the Netherlands and their overseas colonies, except for Brazil, 
which was, and still is, PY. Subsequently, some of these prefixes were assigned to other countries. Today, 
for example, PX is also assigned to Brazil. 


The card confirms a contact with amateur station W9GKZ, located at Ravenna, Nebraska. [21] 


The S.S. Procyon was a cargo vessel built in 1915, and placed in service four years later. Immediately 
following the First World War, from 1918 to 1919, its ownership was listed as the U.S. Government. Though 
it was under Dutch registry for most of its life, it was seized by Germany during World War II (1941) and re- 
named S.S. Trostberg. She was sunk in an air raid on Hamburg harbor on December 21, 1944, and raised in 
1950, then broken up. [22] There were three other United States Navy Ships named Procyon in later years. 


The rig on the Procyon was a T.P.T.G. circuit (see page 22), using a single 210 triode with 500 Volts on the 
plate, supplied by an Esco generator. The receiver was a five tube screen grid circuit with “peaked 
amplifier,” whose precise meaning in a vacuum tube receiver circuit is unknown to your columnist. The 
transmitting antenna was a 67 foot Hertz, suggesting that the frequency band may have been 40 meters, or 
thereabouts, and for receiving they used an Inverted L, 18 feet long. At the time of the contact, they were 
located off Jupiter, Florida. 
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The Way We Were 


Here’s a mystery. It’s a QSL from a ship with the call VN2BG, the name of which is not 
given. From the prefix, it may have been under Canadian registry. The card is postmarked 
November 3, 1930. 


W4AGR WEST PALM BEACH, FLA : 
pomeee ? 5 

DEAR OM: SURE VY PSED TO QSO U°OM AND WANT TO THANK 
YOU A LOTS FOR THE FINE QSP SEVICE. I SURE HOPE 
THE TFC GOT TO THE DESTINATION OK. WAS USING A 
50 WATTER WITH ABT 1000 VOLTS ON THE PLATE 
KEEPING IT HOT. OUR SHIP WAS AT THE TIMEOF OUR 
QSO ABT A HUNDRED MILES EAST OF CUBA I THINK 
AND UR SIGS POUNDED THRU FB CONSIDERING THE 
CONDITIONS FOUND ON BOARD A SHIP, I WAS ALSO 

— QSO W4TG LATER AND BELIEVE HE KNOWS YOU. SEZ U 

( ARE A SIREMAN AND SEZ HE THINKS HE IS ONE ALSO. 
WELL OM NM NW SO 73 TOU AN' ALL THE RADIO OPER- 
GANG DWN IN PALMBEACH AND SURE HPE QSO ON NXT 
TEit J. MAGEN (also W2BIT) 


tenemne. A 


Contact was with W4AGR of West Palm Beach, Florida, and the comments on the card 
thank him for handling message traffic for the ship. At the time of the contact, the ship was 
approximately 100 miles east of Cuba. 


The rig on this ship was a “50 Watter with 1,000 Volts on the plate keeping it hot.” Hot, 
indeed! For 50 Watts input, that would mean a plate current of only 20 milliamperes. | 
can’t help but wonder how long that tube lasted with that much voltage on its plate, and 
whether or not it was water-cooled? 


The operator, incidentally, was W2BTT, who was a local amateur, Joseph Magen, who lived 
at 466 East 19"" Street in Paterson. [23] 
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The Way We Were 


Here’s a photographic QSL from WYAZ, the call of U.S. Army Transport “General John 
McE. Hyde,” for a QSO with W6QL in February, 1938. 


; 7 SOE Sees 


ME ere og 


Rdo W6QL Q50atwen 


. — ~“# 


a Oe oe 
—~=w.r h) Ae 


iam  dtewitt cRege 
= et ignal Corps \: 


The John McE. Hyde was a ferry, laid down in 1921 and launched in 1922, providing 
transportation for Army personnel in Manila Bay, Philippines. She served during World 


War Il, and was sunk during the Battle of Corregidor by Japanese aircraft artillery on 
December 26, 1941. [24] 


No technical data about the radio equipment aboard the Hyde is available. 
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The Way We Were 


Here’s another mystery. This was a ship with the call XS4A, but its name is not given on the QSL and we 
have no idea as to the flag registry of this vessel, because the call sign does not conform to standard 
prefixes, which were well established by the time of the contact. This raises questions about what sort of 
vessel it was, and whether or not it was even legally licensed. 


What we do know is that the operator worked W1KJD located in Boston, Massachusetts [25], and that the 
QSO was on 20 meters. At the time of the contact, the ship was located “a short distance north of 
Bahamas,” and that the QRM (interference from other stations) during the contact was described as “very 
bad at times.” 
, =e 
May 11, 1938 ] 
W1LKJD: 


Yr RST 569x sigs wrkd fm this shipboard 
station between 1950 & 2035 GMT 5/11/98 on the. 
14 MC band. QRM very bad at times, “tps position 
at time a short distance north of Bahamas, W.I. 


Receiver: | antenna: ransmi ot 

Y . NC Marconi "f"  6L6~Tri-te 
Mati omher” 81x Mar Les Doubler 

“<. deaiie - -pp-g09's Final 
as 73 de 80 watts input 


Fy 


The equipment at XS4A consisted of a 6L6 Tri-Tet oscillator, driving a 6L6 doubler, with a power amplifier 
stage of a pair of 809s in push-pull, for an input power of 80 Watts. The Tri-Tet is a crystal controlled 
oscillator circuit, in which the elements of a single pentode or beam-tetrode (such as a 6L6) serve as both 
Triode and Tetrode. 


+250 +400 


Figure 6. Tritet crystal oscillator. 


Image: Basic Tri-Tet Crystal Oscillator 
From: The Radio Handbook, 5“ Edition, 1938 


The Tri-tet was a popular circuit in the late 1930s and 1940s, chiefly for beginners because of its simplicity, 
but it gained a reputation for excessively high crystal current, enough to cause shattering of the quartz 
element. The Tri-Tet worked well on harmonic frequencies, but when used at the crystal fundamental, 
extreme care must be taken when tuning the cathode tank circuit. If the tune-up was careless or too long, 
the crystal would draw excessive current, and could shatter. 
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The Way We Were 


A possible clue as to the origin of the XS4 prefix for the unknown ship described above might be found in 
this example: 


125 Ww 


» WY CSlD 


look out 


F 


This card dates from 1933. The primary license call was G5VQ, but he held a second call, G6CT. The card 
identifies this second call as XG6CT. The “X” signifies that it is a portable station. There are other examples 
of British amateur stations prefixing their “G” calls with the letter “X” when they were operating portable 
(or mobile}. Possibly, then, XS4A may have been a British amateur operating on board ship. But why the 
”S4” following the X? Perhaps because the station was unlicensed, but the British operator added the “X” 
to the call in keeping with British license convention. If anyone has a better suggestion, let me know. 


Until next month, 73 and best wishes in 2020! 
Fred, W2AAB 


NOTES 


[1] Amateur Radio Stations of the United States, June 30, 1927, U.S. Department of Commerce, Radio Division, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 


[2] Amateur Radio Stations of the United States, June 30, 1926, U.S. Department of Commerce, Radio Division, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 


[3] Ibid. 
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FLARC Proof Of Performance 


Why is FLARC New Jersey’s most 
exciting radio club? 


Here are just a few reasons so far in 2019: 


¢ Field Day at Memorial Park 
¢ Winter Field Day 
¢ World Amateur Radio Day special event 


¢ Earth Day At Great Falls special event 
station 


¢ Garretson House special event station 
¢ Memorial Day parade public event 

¢ Portable Day(s) with BARA 

¢ Fair Lawn Street Fair(s) public event 


Plus: 
¢ Thursday Night open house and CW class 


¢ Soldering classes 

¢ RACES/ARES public service 

¢ Monthly w sessions 

* Projects such as end fed and 2m antennas 
¢ Annual member interest survey 

¢ Weekly Monday “Near and Far” Net 

¢ FLARC auction 

¢ FLARC Holiday Party free to members 


¢ Independence Day Fireworks public event 
¢ Vintage Night 

¢ “Kids Day” public event with TCRA 

¢ North American OSO Party 

e NJ QSO Party 

¢ Foxhunts 

¢ Summer VANFEST at W2DLT 

¢ Field Trip to iHeart Radio 


Plus: 
* Over 45 consecutive months of speaker 
programs including K1JT in 2019! 


¢ New equipment in the shack! 
¢ New antennas on the roof! 


* Coming Soon: Tuesday evening and 
Saturday morning club openings 


e And...a clubhouse!! 


That's why FLARC is the best club around!! 
Join us with more activities, speakers and projects to come! 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC 


www.FairLawnARC.org 


Member Profile, continued. 


Gordon was not their normal customer, and his Dad, 
who drove him and who spotted the extra $5 that was 
needed to pay the $20 bill for the radio, was definitely 
out of his element as well! In those days he did listen on 
HF to the Ham bands and shortwave broadcasters, utility 
stations and those weird “numbers” stations. These all 
captured the imagination of a young mind and brought 
the Cold War directly into his small bedroom. 


After a year and a half in Shreveport, Gordon's family 
moved to East 76" St. in Manhattan where he spent the 
next four years restringing a single wire sloper out the 
back of his building AND finally earned both Novice and 
Technician licenses by the summer of 1975. He 
mastered the code by driving his brothers crazy by 
sending passages from the New York Times on a 
homebrew code practice oscillator. 


There was a ham named Joe (callsign unknown) who 
had a tri-band quad on a Rohn 25 tower on top of the 
building at the northeast corner of 6" Avenue and 15" 
Street. Gordon spotted the antenna one day while 
doing a marching drill and inspection on the roof of 
Xavier High School. He went to the building lobby and 
simply rang the bell of the building superintendent and 
then of the tenant. Joe agreed to administer the tests. 
Back then, it took many months for the license mailing 
process to work because the applications and the 
completed Amateur Radio exams went to the same post 
office box in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania as about 
4+ MILLION CB applications. 


In the end, after MANY MONTHS, the licenses arrived 
about two weeks apart, but when the Novice license 
arrived, Gordon reached out to the NLI Section Traffic 
Manager, Jim Kearman, WB2EDW who lived on the 
Lower East Side in a tenement in “alphabet city” to set 
up a schedule. He then got on the Lexington Avenue 
#6 IRT at 77" Street and took it down to 14™ Street and 
then walked over to Xavier High School and called Jim on 
the payphone in the 16" Street lobby and got a 
frequency for the sked. 


Ten minutes later, with no air conditioning, the station 
was powered up and he was tuned in the 80 meter 
Novice Band. Already sweating due to the heat, he was 
now shaking and sweating due to nerves, as he heard 
“WN2CAM WN2CAM DEWB2EDW WB2EDW K" 
come through the speaker. 


Continued in next column. 
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He was so nervous and wasn't able to coherently type out 
his call sign. So Jim repeated the call, and then Gordon 
responded with the most awful fist. It was a short QSO, 
with a 599 report both ways, but he GOT ON THE AIR! 
It was so cool! 


He finished the QSO and then shut down the station 
before stopping again in the lobby to put more coins in 
the pay phone and thanked Jim for the QSO. Years later 
when Jim worked at the ARRL, he lived in a house on a 
beautiful site and Gordon visited him. Every decade or so, 
Gordon and Jim, now KR1S have chance meetings and 
recall their contact. 


Time and opportunity to operate was precious in high 
school, mostly due to the rigors of the school's academic 
program, the JrROTC Regiment, the Radio Club and a half 
semester hosting a foreign student as a Sophomore, 
followed by a half a semester in Paris as a Junior. Gordon 
did get to visit the French broadcast headquarters (ORTF) 
and see some badly damaged German communications 
emplacements in Normandy, but sharing a bedroom with 
his two brothers, and sometimes a foreign student, in a 
New York City apartment during the school year, and a 
full-time summer job that took him to Little Falls in the 
summer didn't leave much time for operating. There 
were some other radio-related highlights during high 
school including a research project and presentation in 
Br. Joe Cantelmi, S. J.'s Freshman Civics class on the FCC's 
regulatory rule making process with a case study of the 
first attempt to take away the 220 band from Amateur 
Radio. Another was a one-on-one appointment with the 
UN Consul from Ecuador, where we discussed lots of 
topics related to government and its relationship to the 
shortwave broadcaster, HCJB. His totally coincidental 
presence at an ORTF employee protest march in the Place 
de la Concorde on the same day of his ORTF visit got 
attention and interest of the French National Police who 
were containing the event. Another interesting event was 
a student project visit to WBAI in their old church studio 
and office building, while in his dress blue ROTC cadet 
uniform. Imagine that scene in 1974! HI HI. Another 
building-block element for Gordon's Amateur Radio 
interest and career came when one young lady he dated, 
had a father who was an NJIT graduate, and was in the 
process of developing and launching McGraw-Hill's Data 
Communications Magazine. Inside each issue were a pile 
of new terms and technology innovations which Gordon 
lapped up like a hungry dog at his bowl. Terms like X.25, 
TCP/IP, OSI stack, T-1 circuits, channel bank and more 
started to become part of his vocabulary and would end 
up as part of his Amateur Radio and business careers. 
Continued on next page. 
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Member Profile, continued. 


So with one school year between getting licensed and his 
high school graduation, time flew by as Gordon took the 
less popular, but more interesting, "Social Justice in 
Action” class with five other students instead of the 
default “Comparative Religion” class. He felt a need to 
“DO,” and with two Protestant grandfathers and with 
many Jewish friends, comparative religion was embedded 
in his family and social fabric — he wasn't worried about 
missing much! 


So his senior religion class, taken with Fr. Neil Dougherty, 
S. J., involved going to the Red Cross one or more days or 
nights a week as a Disaster Services volunteer in New York 
City when he was 17. He relocated fire victims from active 
fire scenes in the middle of the night and did post-fire 
housing inspections in the daytime during the city's fiscal 
crisis. He also responded to the LaGuardia Airport terrorist 
bombing between Christmas and New Years in 1975. 
Communications in each context was basic but provided a 
needed lifeline which was a valuable lesson to Gordon. 


Gordon's family moved to Little Falls in 1976 just 
before graduation, and so he set about setting up a 
station on the third floor of their home. Free to put up 
antennas, and with space apart from his brothers and 
sisters, he built a two meter dipole and taped it to a 
broom stick and hung it out his window for two meter 
AM! He was a regular on the Passaic Valley Traffic and 
Emergency Net where he met WA2ZNT, WB2LAH, 
WA2OPY, and W2EDT. W2EDT was generous enough to 
drop by one day with a 25 ft length of RG-58/u and 
seven beautifully milled yagi elements, including a 
machined, insulated driven element. 


He used the old black and green ARRL Antenna Handbook 
to figure out the spacing on a longer broom handle and 
then using the original broom handle as a mast, stuck it 
out in the window box under the casement window of 
my shack. He had a really good yagi and was soon 
working all over the northeast and middle Atlantic states 
on two meter AM and MCW with a Tecraft 
converter/ARC-5 receiver and a TDQ transmitter. 


When Gordon earned his license, five-level Baudot 
teletype with CW identification was the only permitted 
digital mode other than CW and SSTV. Having a 
teleprinter over his sister's bedroom caused issues with 
mechanical noise, especially at night when the machines 


would start up! 
Continued in next column. 
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Later on, Gordon would move his shack to a studio 
building next to the house, and had his own telephone 
line and his first computers including an Ohio Scientific 
C2-4P and a TRS-80 with an aftermarket expansion 
interface. Sometimes he would exchange Radio Shack 
cassette interface data over the 146.61 Land Rovers ARC 
repeater with Mike, WB2WNX. That almost always got 
some negative attention from other repeater users. 


Gordon's interest in computers started as a way to send 
CW for VHF/UHF DXing and logging. The trouble was 
that that there wasn't enough memory to hold a decent 
sized log, so initially it simply logged to a printer. This 
led to some interest in bulletin boards, the Rutgers 
Computer Network and the NJIT Electronic Information 
Exchange System, which was an early form of computer- 
mediated communication developed by Dr. Murray 
Turoff. Gordon approached his friend Tom Moulton, 
W2VY a student developer-staffer at EIES to use the 
system to enable the Amateur Radio community to 
coordinate the evolving AX.25 Amateur Packet Radio 
network. 


With computers flowing into Gordon's shack, he 
obtained a job at Informatics as a data technician 
managing a national network of dial-up asynchronous 
and synchronous modems and leased circuits and 
multiplexers. He upgraded the testing of the analog 
private lines through the acquisition of a Bradley Telcom 
PB-1C and later a Dynatech data analyzer. Exposure to 
X.25 packet networks and implementation of HDLC- 
based, and later X.25-based switching multiplexers, 
provided practical experience that would come in handy 
in both Amateur Radio and in Gordon's career. 


Later on, during a consulting job in New York, Gordon 
spotted a job posting for a Z-80 microprocessor 
programmer with experience in X.25 and Baudot 
teletype at Manufacturer's Hanover Trust Bank's 
Corporate Telecommunications organization. It was a 
dream job, and Gordon ended up building and 
deploying Baudot to ASCII Packet Interfaces. 


Through his twenties, Gordon held various positions 
with different firms and when he was a consultant at 
Bellcore he was invited to lunch at Bell Labs by 
researchers who wanted to know more about Amateur 
Packet Radio and its protocol implementations. 


Continued on next page. 
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Member Profile, continued. 


With a decade of telecommunications experience and a 
deep interest in communications data and management 
protocols, Gordon made a good impression. Later on in 
1987, these contacts became enthusiastic references 
when Gordon sought work in a different Bell Labs 
organization. Since May of 1987, Gordon has been 
blessed to be a consultant, a Member of Technical Staff 
or a Principal Systems Engineer at Bell Labs, AT&T Labs or 
AT&T. While the work, the company name and the titles 
have changed over the years, Gordon has worked in the 
same organization for the last thirty-two years. 


According to one of Gordon's Amateur Radio “heroes,” 
Dick Knadle, K2RIW of LIMARC/146.85 Sunday Night Tech 
Net fame, is that there are at least 26 types of Amateur 
Radio. Gordon likes them all... and is always interested in 
trying something new, or old. 


Over the years Gordon has operated all bands from 160m 
to 10 GHz in one mode or another, but he is particularly 
interested in mentoring and collaborating with other 
prospective and experienced Hams to build, operate and 
to serve others. Public Service operations, building 
devices and antennas, DXing on VHF through microwave, 
and exploring digital protocols from packet radio to 
AREDN Mesh networks are probably the most consistent 
technical pursuits during Gordon's 45 years as a Ham. 


He also enjoys teaching license classes and at one point 
had over a dozen active Scouts and a number of parents 
of Bergenfield's Boy Scout Troop 139 licensed. Through 
the years, scores of Scouts and Scouters from many 
Troops earned their Technician licenses and hundreds 
more earned the Radio Merit Badge. Each year, Gordon 
ran one or two all-day Technician License review sessions 
and Don Younger, W2JEK of BARA or other clubs would 
provide a team at the end of a very long day to test the 
candidates. It was quite gratifying to see folks pass and 
then to operate soon after. 


Often Troop 139 Scouts would go hiking and use simplex 
or local repeaters to keep track of everyone. As 
Troop 139's hikes were either 10 or 20 miles in length, 
this became an important element of the Troop's 
program. For well over a decade it became a bit of a 
standing joke at Eagle Scout Boards of Review for 
Troop 139 Scouts to have both the Hiking and Radio 
Merit Badges in their portfolio of Elective Badges. 


Continued in next column. 
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Gordon and Nancy, N2FWI have three adult sons: 
James KC2SQV, John KC2NZC and Jeremy KC2VBS. Each 
are Eagle Scouts and gainfully employed and paying 
taxes. John and his wife have their first, and very 
adorable, granddaughter who just celebrated her first 
birthday. For each birthday and Christmas, Gordon has 
been buying his granddaughter tools, so as she gets 
older, she can expect soldering irons, meters and other 
instruments. 


FLARC provides a unique opportunity for Amateur Radio 
operators to develop skills and friendships as the club's 
meeting place is a good focal point to operate, experiment, 
share, learn and have fun. There are many diverse skills 
and personalities within the membership and that creates 
some interesting dynamics that help folks of all types of 
backgrounds and interests to feel at home. 


The club's first-class station provides for the develop- 
ment of operator skills that can be then applied at home 
or in other venues. Contesting is one such example 
where we can provide a solid environment for an 
operator to learn and to grow, even if our club station is 
limited in its availability in 24-48 hour contests. In this 
context, FLARC is an excellent “incubator” of contest 
skills due to the quality of the available equipment, 
mentor-operators and the fun. 


Similarly, we can often work on equipment that needs 
repair, or that needs to be built or configured, using our 
existing lab and bench spaces. By opening on different 
nights, and perhaps with some new or additional bench 
equipment, we can expand the operating and technical 
activities in the club. We can also consider doing 
technical or operational training on other nights either in 
small groups in the lab or conference room, or in large 
groups in the theater or the card room if there is interest. 


Continued on next page. 


Gordon W2TTT 
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Member Profile, continued. 


Other Amateur Radio-related fun facts and activities 


include: 


10. 


Gordon has held WN2CAM (1975), WB2CAM 
(1975), N2DSY (1982) and W2TTT (1997) and is 
the trustee of Scouting related station calls 
NJ2BS, NJ2CN, NJ2CA, NJ2CL, NJ2CY, NJ2CO, 
NY2CT and W2FMR. 


Gordon's first radio club meeting was in 1975 at the 
NY Radio Club as K2ABA's guest. He wore a jacket 
and tie, which at the time seemed pretty normal. 


Gordon was a regular visitor to the Hall of 
Science Amateur Radio Club while in high school 
because he could take the #7 Flushing Line to the 
World's Fair Grounds. 


Gordon's first HF station was a Heathkit Mohawk 
receiver and Marauder transmitter which he 
donated to Xavier High School in 1976 when he 
graduated, after being President for three years 
and Vice-President for one. 


Gordon was a Red Cross Disaster Services volunteer 
in New York City when he was 17. He relocated fire 
victims and did post-fire housing inspections during 
the Fiscal Crisis. He also responded to the 
LaGuardia Airport terrorist bombing between 
Christmas and New Years in 1975. 


Nancy, N2FWI and Gordon were introduced by 
Mike Friedman, WB2WNxX and his sister Sue at 
Sue's wedding in 1980 where Nancy was the 
Maid of Honor. 


Mike was Gordon's Best Man and Gordon was an 
usher in Mike's wedding. 


Volunteered for the NYC Marathon starting in 1978 
and has participated in 30 of them since, including 
the packet radio runner dropout net at Mile 20 in the 
Bronx, Amateur Radio pre-cursor vehicle and Family 
Reunion and Race Control in Central Park. 


Packet Radio using the pre-AX.25 Vancouver 
Protocol and Packet Controllers 


Participated in the development of the AX.25 
Packet Radio Protocol 
Continued in next column. 
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16. 
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18. 
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20. 


21. 


22. 
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With a group of hams, built the first dozen 
TAPR TNC-2 packet controllers in our living 
room. Note: Nancy, N2FWI got the first one 
correctly soldered and operating... she solders 
better that | or any of the guys do! 


As President of the Radio Amateur 
Telecommunications Society (RATS), chaired 
an ARRL Computer Networking Conference 
at FDU in Teaneck. 


Gordon had the first packet radio digipeater in 
metro NY/NJ/CT/PA. 


He has climbed the WNJM-TV Channel 50 
tower in Montclair numerous times. 


Gordon helped take down some of the towers 
from the former K2GL contest superstation in 
Tuxedo Park, NY and has a few of the Rohn 25 
and 45 sections in his yard to this day. 


Gordon was a dedicated VHF/UHF DXer and 
contester for years. 


He had a blue Ford E-350XLT radio contest and 
operating van with a generator and tubular 
tower on the rear bumper and an Alumna T- 
140 tower on the front bumper. 


Gordon proposed the free VHF/UHF station 
rule for Field Day to Steve Mendelsohn, W2ML 
(SK). 


Steve W2ML nominated Gordon to the ARRL's 
ad hoc committee on 220 MHz which resulted 
in the FCC's allocation of 219-220 MHz for data 
on a secondary basis. 


Gordon passed his Extra with about 30 minutes 
of preparation at the 2001 National Boy Scout 
Jamboree. 


Wrote several articles and reviews for QST and 
CQ VHF and papers for several ARRL Computer 
Networking Conference Proceedings. 


Gordon's patents cover a number of areas 
including service assurance, reliable data 
transmission, spectrum optimization, antenna 
design, various user tools. 

Continued on next page. 
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In addition to being a member of FLARC, Gordon is a Life 
Member of the ARRL, and is an NNJ Section Technical 
Consultant and the ARES Bergen County District 
Emergency Coordinator. 


Gordon serves on the ARRL_ Electromagnetic 
Compatibility Committee (EMC Committee), where he 
has contributed to the creation of a standardized 
Broadband Interference Complaint Form and supporting 
submission process that normalizes the collection and 
organization of data related to interference to and from 
Amateur Radio. 


He is also a member of the Bergen Amateur Radio 
Association, the American Red Cross Amateur Radio 
Club, and the Suwanee Amateur Radio Club (Florida). 


Looking To Upgrade Your License? 
Here Are Some Classes To Help! 


Here is the summary of classes offered by our friends 
at the ARC’ Radio Club during 2020. 


Technician License Radio Class 
February 22, Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm 
February 23, Sunday, 9 am to 3 pm 


Amateur Extra License Radio Class 
June 6, Saturday, 9 am to 4 pm 
June 7, Sunday, 9 am to 3 pm 


General License Radio Class 
September 19, Saturday, 8 am to 4:30 pm 
September 20, Sunday, 8:30 am to 3 pm 


Technician License Radio Class 
November 21, Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm 
November 22, Sunday, 9 am to 3 pm 


Location: 
Fairfield Red Cross Office 
209 Fairfield Road, Fairfield, NJ 07004 


Instructor: Bill Kelly 


NB1LL.ARC2@gmail.com Phone: 201.615.8132 
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Prime (Meridian) Time 


Whilst visiting London in early December, Ed WX2R 
stopped by the Royal Greenwich Observatory to check 
out a little history and also the Prime Meridian. 


It’s noted that GPS precision is nearly impossible at 
the Prime due to measurement errors and security 
issues so a reading of 00 00 O00 is by chance alone. 


Close but not quite 00 00 00 on the Prime Meridian 
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Going To Hamcation? 


Need to get some sun come February? Then let’s go to Hamcation! 
The annual event is held in Orlando and the dates for this year are February 7-9", Tony N2SIQ is looking to put 


together a bunch of members who want to head down together. Touch base with him and he’ll be the 
Wagonmaster. You know there will be snow at FLARC, yes!!?? 


03425 


rounds 
a West Colonist Beiye, OF Florida 32808 
/ _ Friday : February 7th- AM until 5 RM ~* 
—/gaturd 7, February 8th “AMAmtil 3 PM f 
Pe ai Sunday, February 9th - 9AM until 2 2 P M | } 


{ Only Grand Rrizes Wil bn epee (con rine. oh - ot 
—prizestiorcisimed by Toor-Sanday will ve Tevafttec one PM 
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City 
State, Zip 
Phone 
E-mail 


Actual ticket — someone is init 


Winter Field Day Is January 25-26" 


Neither freezing rain nor snow nor whatever will 
keep FLARC from participating again in Winter Field 
Day at Memorial Park. 


We’ve been lucky weather-wise and we trust that 
there will be some operators intrepid enough to fend 
off the cold overnight in the tent and trailer and get 
us some bonus points for operating outdoors and 
above the Mason-Dixon line. 


Check with the club officers about the details and find 
out more at the January busiess meeting. 


Winter Field Day 2019 -No eT 


Rules for this year's Winter Field day can be seen at: 


http://bit.ly/359y6as 


When FT8 can do the WFD exchange verbatim, as written in the 
rules, it'll become part of WFD. That has been the consensus of 
the WFDA board for some time... 
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(Must be present to win) 


Deposit prize stub in prize barrel in the North Hall 


Dues Are Due 


It’s that time of the year again as dues for 2020 are 
now being received by our Treasurer, Al WAZOWL. 


It’s always good to get your dues in early and save the 
task of chasing you down after New Year’s. And they 
remain at the same level as they have for many years 
while the club has grown in size and activities. 


This year we renewed over 85% of our 2018 members; 
quite a feat with a base membership number of 
around 145. 


The FLARC member count is now at/around 160. 


Thanks to you, this is the best club around and you 
vote your satisfaction with the club by getting your 
dues in and done for. Al can explain other dues levels 
beyond basic renewal. 


Dues are the lifeblood of the club. An ad earlier in the 
newsletter points out what’s been done this year to 
earn your renewal. Don’t 


> FORGET! 


So renew now while 
you’re thinking about 
it and give FLARC a 
great start into 2020!! 
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Around The Shack 
By Hal Kennedy N4GG 


Station Notebooks 


Those of you who have had the good or bad fortune to sit through one of my 45 minute presentations 
have heard me speak of what | call my “Engineering Notebook.” | mention that item nearly every 
time | speak. | mention it whenever | am Elmering. | mention it a lot because | use mine a lot. In my 
humble opinion it is a key piece of every ham station, no matter how simple that station might be. 


On reflection, there are probably better names than “Engineering Notebook.” That term is a hold- 
over from my days as a practicing engineer. Technical Notebook, Station Notebook, or just “Log” are 
better names. 


You will need a memory that goes far back to remember the name Jim Lawson, W2PV. Jim wrote the 
book on Yagi design, literally: Yagi Antenna Design, published by the ARRL, 1986. It is out of print but 
easily found on the internet. | mention Jim because an anecdote about his “station notebook” got me 
started keeping mine. 


W2PV was an extensive, sophisticated multi-multi contest station. One night in the middle of a 
contest, one of the rotors stopped working. Ardent contesters are a gung-ho breed and several 
volunteered to climb the tower and fix the rotor — sometime after midnight. Jim calmly got out his 
“Station Notebook” and checked the resistance from every wire to every other wire at the shack end 
of the rotor cable. Casual measurement uncovered a short — careful measurement indicated it was 
near the shack. The problem was fixed on the ground — but only because that notebook had prior 
measurements to compare to. 


| don’t think | need to dwell on the value of a station notebook. Have one — you will use it. Maybe 
some examples of what’s in the N4GG station notebook will give you some ideas: 


- The SWR vs. frequency measurement of every antenna currently in use. Also, of every retired antenna, 
going back many years. How much did the resonant frequency change when | cut off 8 inches? What 
is the resistance (DC — think ohmmeter) at the shack end of the coax with the antenna connected? 
Hint: You might expect a dipole to measure infinity, but usually it doesn’t. How about with the other 
end of the coax shorted (should be 1 to 3 ohms). If the SWR is different than a year ago, why? Is the 
coax going bad? I can tell by referring to past measurements. 


- Performance numbers for my K9AY receiving loop. Signal strength readings for local BC stations and 
non-directional beacons, for each of the four directions of the K9AY. Note: This convinced me poor 
performance wasn’t band conditions — | wound up replacing the terminating resistor in the K9AY which 
had shifted from 470 ohms to 1,100 ohms over time — a slow subtle change. Measurement of the SWR 
of the K9AY over a wide frequency range, in each of the four directions. While doing that, | realized 
the MFJ-259 | was using to measure the K9AY was transmitting a small signal. So, | measured the signal 
strength of the K9AY as a transmit antenna as received on every other antenna, for all four directions, 
on every HF band. That took 20 minutes. It’s great data for every antenna on the property. Also, the 
resistance of the shield of the coax feeding the K9AY to station ground. It’s supposed to be open 
circuit. Is it? 
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Around The Shack 

- A pictorial on how to tie a bowline knot. For 57 years | tied up the support lines on wire antennas with 
a random collection of slip knots. Most held —-some didn’t. Many were impossible to untie later. The 
bowline is THE correct knot. | can’t remember how to tie one, but the instructions are in the notebook. 

- Just like W2PV — the resistance of every rotor control wire to every other. Also, the resistance of every 
rotor control wire to station ground (important!). 

- A pictorial of the microphone connector for a Yaesu rig. 

- The table of coax types and properties. This is handy. | chose to feed my inverted vee for 80 meters 
with RG-59/C rather than /B or /A, despite higher loss. Know why? (Next month’s subject) 

- The table of ferrite cores for sale from Palomar and others. Need to choke off some RFI? Building a 
current balun? 

-  Etc., etc., etc. 


You can start your station notebook today — it’s simply a question of discipline. 
Bill of materials: 

Pencil 

Paper 

3-ring binder 

3 hole punch 


Do you have one? We are here and it is now — get started! 


73, 
Hal N4GG 


Florencia Pierri KD2PHZ Inaugurates FLARC 2020 Speaker Series 
With “The Hams Can: Amateur Operators and the Birth of Household Radio” 
On January 17“ At The Fair Lawn Senior Center 


In the early 20s, radio was the realm of amateur build-it-yourselfers; but by the end of that decade, radios had become a 
standard household commodity. This radical shift came about thanks to a fated boxing match, a massive publicity campaign, 
and, crucially, an organized network of amateur radio operators excited to bring their craft to the wider public. This talk will 
trace the story of the attempt to broadcast the 1921 boxing match between Jack Dempsey and Georges Carpentier, and the 
crucial role that hams played in what would become the world’s first mass public broadcast. 


Florencia Pierri KD2PHZ is a historian of science and technology, 
and the curator of The Sarnoff Collection at The College of New Jersey. 
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Ria Jairam N2RJ Presents An Overview On ARRL Happenings 
To Close Out The FLARC 2019 Speaker Series 


Neither weather, holiday traffic nor Friday the 13" could stop over 30 FLARC members and guests from hearing 
ARRL Hudson Division Director (and FLARC member) Ria Jairam N2RJ give an overview of current issues and 
initiatives in Newington. In a well prepared 90 minute presentation, Ria discussed the happenings during 2019, 
what can be expected during early 2020 and the current state of activities at HQ. With lots of questions and 
comments, it made for an informative close to the year. 


L to R: John W2JLH, Ria N2RJ and Ed WX2R 
with an award of thanks. 
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Theoretics Demystified 


It is the start if the new year and time for some basics. 
First of all, what do all of those ‘meter’ bands mean? 
Well, when you talk about 20 meters it means the 
length of the radio wave from start to finish for one 
cycle. That is the ‘wave length’! The reason for bands 
being measured in meters is that the metric system is 
more conducive to measurements, as all factors take 
place in factors of ten. 


That is ten meters, twenty meters, etc. and, by the 
way, almost all scientific notations and measure- 
ments take place using the metric system where 
calculations are easier to do. Getting back to wave 
length, when you know the wavelength you can 
design an antenna that fits the wave being received 
or transmitted. When the antenna matches the 
length, it helps make the electromagnetic wave 
easier to transition into a current that can be utilized 
by the radio equipment. 


Take note that an antenna can be multiples or sub- 
multiples of the wave in question. Half and quarter 
wave antennas are common examples. Designing 
antennas for a given frequency is an art and a 
science. Certain physical laws prevail but the art part 
comes in when environmental factors come into play 
and then it takes a bit of tweaking to get things to 
work correctly. Not to forget that atmospheric 
conditions and other factors can play a part in 
antenna performance as well. 


The next basic is having good clean connections. They 
can be terminals, pin connectors and headers, 
soldering joints or even switching components. As we 
head toward solid state switching for ac circuit 
breakers and such, we still need to remember that all 
electronic components need to be connected 
somehow whether it be by soldering, crimping a 
connector, or a screw terminal. All of these schemes 
have one thing in common, clean connections. This 
pertains to switches too! All switches, relays or plugs 
are designed to have a scraping effect as they are 
utilized. This cleans away some of the oxidation that, 
over time, builds up on the contacting surface. So if 
you have a balky connector relay or switch, often 
actuating it multiple times will clean up the oxidation 
and restore proper operation. 


Continued in next column. 
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This is also why periodic checking and tightening of 
electrical connections in breaker panels is advisable. 
(Metals are really a liquid, albeit extremely, extremely 
slow). This is why infrared scanning of electrical panels 
in many facilities is mandatory. This spots any heat 
buildup under the screw terminals due to resistance 
because of heat which causes expansion and 
contraction of the conductors and terminals which can 
cause looseness of the connections plus any dirt or 
corrosion which might be present. 


Thus it is a good idea to check electrical connections at 
power distribution sites, grounding and antenna 
connections. (But you knew that? Right?) All of the 
above is old hat to the experienced ham but it is a good 
refresher anyway plus something good for the newbie! 


A last hint! When desoldering using a braided wick, 
better desoldering can be obtained by dipping the 
wick into paste flux, thereby increasing the 
temperature transfer and also keeping the heated 
connections from oxidizing. To clean your iron, go to 
your favorite electrics store and buy a brass looking 
scrungy pad and by poking your iron into it after 
dipping it into paste flux, you will clean your iron 
without damaging the tip. There is also a silver/tin re- 
tinning agent available in paste form. 


Before turning off your iron, idle it with a bit of solder 
which will solidify as it cools, thereby protecting the tip. 


73 de Fred Wawra, W2ABE 


In A Nutshell 


We have a new club president and a new year. There 
are also many new innovations in the tech world like 
quantum computing, but for us there are many 
opportunities in the regular world of ham radio. The 
key word is radio and the key aspect of it all is People! 
Tech is fine but what makes it interesting is all of our 
friends who are involved in the hobby. We learn from 
each other and enjoy the company of other hams. For 
me the most interesting thing is talking to other hams 
in person and on the air! Let us get together and show 
the world all of the enjoyment that we have being 
together and providing service to others and each 
other! Happy New Year and 73! 


Fred Wawra, W2ABE 
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Fair Lawn ARES-RACES, continued 


The FL-ARES KB2FLA Net takes place every Wednesday at 
1900 hours on the FLARC Repeater. However, one Net per 
month is often replaced with a video learning session 
provided by Randy WU2S. This month, we may have a 
video session on the 3rd Wednesday - January 15th, in 
place of the FL-ARES Net. Details regarding the video 
session will be provided in an upcoming email to our 
membership. Please join us every Wednesday for any 
updates, messages or activities which may take place. FL- 
ARES would like to thank the FLARC for the use of its 
repeater. 


Now, getting back to FL-RACES: 


Our next FL-RACES KB2FLR net will take place 
on Wednesday, January 8th at 1920 hours. The Fair Lawn 
ARC Repeater is used (RX 145.47 MHz / TX 144.87, PL TX 
Tone 167.9 Hz). Thank you to the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 
Club for permitting FL-RACES for using the repeater. 


FL-RACES is part of several RACES groups which operate 
within Bergen County and from time to time has training 
opportunities with Bergen County RACES. 


FL-RACES will be the Net Control Operating Station for the 
BC-RACES Net on Wednesday, January 22, 2020. We will be 
meeting / operating from the FLARC facility. Please arrive at 
1900 hours in preparation for being the Net Control 
Operating Station for the BC-RACES Net. 


The volunteer efforts of our members are very much 
appreciated. 


Our monthly meetings usually take place right after the 
FLARC business meeting. Please join us for the next FL- 
RACES meeting. 


If you are interested in joining the Fair Lawn RACES, please 
contact me. You don't have to be a Fair Lawn resident to be 
a part of Fair Lawn RACES. 


For information regarding Bergen County RACES, please go 
to http://www.bcnijraces.org. 


Thank you very much. The beginning of a new decade is 
here and we are 20 percent through the 21st century!! 
Lets have a happy and a healthy 2020!! 73. 


David KD2MOB 
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At Deadline 


As 2019 timed out, the club achieved the DXCC award under 
our W2NPT call sign. The certificate is on its way! 


A goal set by the club, the last four required confirmations 
were found when W2JC went as far back as ten years ago in 
the club's paper logbooks, and found QSOs which then 
matched in LotW. 


Randy WU2S noted “That is great news and a wonderful 
capstone to another year of successful FLARC activities.” 


Fred W2AAB added “a perfect Christmas gift to us all.” 


Thanks for all the hard work to make it happen. 


‘AccountStaus | 
New | LoTW | DXCC 
PICC’) LoTW | QSLsin | Credits ie Pest 
QSLs | Process | Awarded 
Mixed | 102 0 0 102 102 
| CW 73 0 0 73 73 
Phone 62 0 0 62 62 
Digital 37 0 0 37 37 
som] 2 0 0 2 2 
| 4om| 48 0 0 48 48 
30M 19 0 0 19 19 
| 20M 88 0 0 88 88 
im 4 0 0 4 4 
| 45M] 45 0 0 15 15 
410M 3 0 0 3 3 
6M 1 0 0 1 1 
ml 1 0 0 1 1 
| Challenge | 180 0 0 = 180 


This is the 
Huntington Float 
that Susan 
W6SKT helped 
to decorate for 
the January 1st 
Rose Bowl 
Parade in 
Pasadena, 
California. 


She even 
checked into the 
Near & Far Net 
on Monday 
evening from 
there ! 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 46 


Meeting Notes 

FLARC Annual Business Meeting Minutes 3 January 2020 
President Nomar NP4H called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
The members rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 


President Nomar NP4H called upon past presidents to rise and 
be recognized. Karl W2KBF, Gene WO2W, Judith KC2LTM and 
Brad KM2C rose and were applauded by the members present 
for their contributions to FLARC. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and trustees 
and all were present except Trustee Ed WX2R. The meeting 
had a quorum to conduct club business. 


Secretary Randy WU2S announced that the minutes from the 
December meeting were sent to all members of record and 
published in the club’s newsletter, The Resonator, which is on 
the club’s website at http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.org . He 
asked the members present if there were any corrections or 
amendments needed. There were none so Skip KD2BRV 
moved to accept the minutes as published and John W2JLH 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by acclamation. 


Treasurer Al WA2ZOWL read this month’s Treasurer’s Report. 
Gene WO2W moved to accept the report as presented and Brad 
KM2C seconded the motion. The motion passed by acclamation. 


Jim W2JC reported for the Publicity Committee that the 
Speaker series plans are now complete through May 2020. He 
announced that the Member survey is still open ahead of a 
February presentation on February 14 and requests that all 
members who have not yet completed the survey to please do 
so. Jim reported that Park Ranger Ilyse Goldman of the Great 
Falls National Park has inquired about our interest in 
participating in this year’s Earth Day event tentatively 
scheduled for April 22. Will FLARC participate again in this 
event? Jim noted that Winter Field Day is coming. Please let 
Jim know for certain that we will be participating, and he will 
get it on the locator map. 


Jim W2JC reported that Ed WX2R met with Martin M1MBR 
(President of the Cheam Radio Society) on Saturday morning 
in London and shared (on paper) our ideas about a club 
exchange program (among many other things). The 
discussion about the topic was relatively short but favorable 
and he concluded with "I'm the president of the club and | can 
make it happen." Last night he replied "| have scanned the 
documents you gave me and sent them to our committee for 
them to read. This will be discussed at the next committee 
meeting so things should now move along. " Ed is thinking 
positive about us jointly doing it although nothing is certain 


until it's done. 
Continued in next column. 
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Jim W2JC announced that the Publicity Committee resumes 
formally on March 3rd. We are looking to recruit 
enthusiastic members with ideas and a willingness to work 
for the club and committee. Contact Jim or Ed if you want 
to be a contributor to this effort. 


Jim W2JC reported on FLARC social media activities. 
FLARC WEBSITE- http://FairLawnARC.org 


The club website is a static presentation of the club, its 
background and history and basic activities -- for those who 
don't know much about the club. The header of the main 
page gives notice of upcoming events and information. The 
VE testing information is regularly updated. Scrolling news 
banners have recently been added. The website is a 
repository for our Resonator newsletter archive with all 
published issues. 


BLOG SITE - http://blog.FairLawnARC.org/ 


Our Blog is intended to be “newsier” than the website. It 
has articles of interest in many different areas and is 
updated by several club contributors. 


TWITTER 


Our Twitter channel is a place to get short-term news and 
info items. If you do not follow @FairLawnARC on Twitter 
yourself, you can see the most recent 'tweet' at the upper 
left corner of the main website, where there is also a link to 
a full page of our tweets. A tweet is twittered whenever a 
new item is added to our Blog or our YouTube channel. This 
can alert you to go look. We have 70 followers, and there 
has been a total of 676 tweets. 


GROUPS.IO & CALENDAR 


Our club calendar is part of our Groups.io presence and is 
visible to all whether you have joined our FairLawnARC 
group or not. Just go to http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
The calendar automatically sends alerts of upcoming events 
to members of groups.io/g/FairLawnARC via emails. The 
calendar shows all known FLARC events as well as some 
events of general ham interest. Hovering the mouse over 
an event produces a pop-up with more detailed 
information. At present, 72 club members have signed up 
for our groups.io group. If you have not but want to, 
contact W2JC for an invitation. There have been 1050 
postings since the group was opened in June 2018. 


Jim W2JC submitted his QSL Manager report for 2019. He 
reported that all the club's on-the-air contacts are logged 
on QRZ.com and LotW (Logbook of the World). The latter 
provides us the ability to qualify for various awards such as 
Worked All States and DXCC. 


Continued on next page. 
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Meeting Notes, continued 


The icing on our 2019 cake was that FLARC qualified for the 
Mixed Mode DXCC award, which requires confirmed contacts 
with at least 100 countries. By prowling our paper logbooks 
for as far back as ten years, Jim W2JC was able to find the final 
ten QSOs which, when matched with entries in LotW, 
qualified us for the basic DXCC award. The award has been 
confirmed by ARRL, but the certificate did not arrive in time 
for tonight's meeting. Jim also said that an envelope was 
received from the Incoming W2 QSL Bureau which contained 
QSL cards from Aland Islands, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Columbia, France, Germany, Hungary and Poland. If you do 
not yet use the Incoming QSL Bureau, contact Jim W2JC to 
learn how. Since applying for DXCC, we have gotten three new 
confirmations from Market Reef, Pitcairn Island and Wales. 
Jim said that our logbook for W2NPT shows 9,331 contacts 
(QSO) and 2,911 confirmed contacts (QSL). 


The members present applauded Jim’s diligence in helping us 
meet our goal of obtaining a DXCC award by the year’s end. 


President Nomar NP4H asked if there were any visitors 
present. The following people were introduced to FLARC: Joe 
KD2PWR, Pat KD2MYD, Eric KN2NV and Margarita NP4YL. 


President Nomar announced that Brad KM2C will be the co- 
chair of the Technical Committee and asked if there was a 
report. Secretary Randy WU2S reported that the Technical 
Committee plans to build patch panels for the radios at 
positions #1 and #4 so that station accessories can be used 
without reaching behind the radio to connect and disconnect 
equipment. Vice President John W2JLH noted that this project 
will reduce wear and tear on the connectors and make it easier 
to educate members on radio operation while permitting 
people to use their own favorite headphones and keys. 


President Nomar NP4H said that Vice President John W2JLH 
will organize this year’s Winter Field Day on January 25 and 26 
at Memorial Park. John announced that we will use the same 
plan as last year. He asked Gene WO2W to get permission to 
use the park and get access to the bathroom. Gene responded 
that it is already arranged. John said we would use Brad’s 
trailer again if he is available and that Fred W2AAB will 
manage the CW operation. John asked Judith KC2LTM to 
round up people to work on the various tasks and Fred 
W2ABE to provide battery backup power supplies. Kar! W2KBF 
volunteered to conduct a micro fox hunt during the event. 
John suggested that members bring their tape measure 
antennas to demonstrate transmitter hunting. Gene WO2W 
made a motion to spend up to $300 on food, refreshments 
and gasoline for the event and Don N2PRT seconded the 
motion. After some discussion, the motion passed by 
acclamation. Brad KM2C reminded members that last year we 
scored 13,980 points with 273 Phone contacts and 183 CW 
contacts which gave us a good standing as 18th place among 


233 entrants overall. Continued in next column. 
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In new business, Vice President John W2JLH announced that 
the FLARC Executive Council is proposing an amendment to 
the club’s House Rules that would discourage discussions not 
related to amateur radio in order to preserve a friendly social 
environment which is conducive to education and public 
service. A lengthy and productive discussion ensued with 
ideas contributed by Lee KD2DRS, Randy WU2sS, Larry 
WAZ2ALY, Karl W2KBF, Fred W2ABE, Jim W2JC, Fred W2AAB, 
Nomar NP4H, Brad KM2C, Dave N2AAM, and Gene WO2W. 
Vice President John W2JLH will revise the proposal based on 
the suggestions made and will publish it in the Resonator. 
We plan to vote on the proposed rule change at the March 
business meeting. 


President Nomar NP4H initiated a discussion about possible 
special event operations this year. We talked about another 
Garretson Farm operation and there did not seem to be any 
strong reason to conduct one. Nomar _ suggested 
considering an operation at Edison Labs in West Orange. 
We need to review the Edison Labs event calendar and 
consider days on which school groups will visit. John W2JLH 
suggested doing the Earth Day event at the Paterson Great 
Falls Nation Park on Wednesday, April 22. There was strong 
support for this event and John asked members to contact 
Judith KC2LTM to volunteer to support this effort. 


President Nomar NP4H noted that other special activities 
that FLARC supports are the Fair Lawn Memorial Day parade, 
the Independence Day fireworks and the two street fairs. 
Vice President John W2JLH said that he is beginning to 
organize an event to supplement STEM education. He is 
trying to work with Lyndhurst and Teaneck High School 
people. One aspect of the plan is to introduce students to 
digital modes such as FT8. Nomar NP4H is working with 
contacts in Puerto Rico to provide DX contacts for this effort. 
Jim W2JC suggested considering participation in the ARRL 
Kids Day and the School Club Roundup. 


Dave N2AAM reminded members that this year is the 100th 
anniversary of commercial radio broadcasting in the US, so 
an event to commemorate it may be useful. 


Lee KD2DRS announced that there will be a Boy Scout 
Klondike Rally on January 18 and that communication support 
is needed. He asked members to look at the NNJ ARES 
announcement of the event and volunteer to help. The event 
will be at Shepherd Lake Recreation Area, 1304 Sloatsburg Rd, 
Ringwood, NJ. Contact John W2VTV at his email address 
(NNJSEC@gmail.com) or call him either on his house phone 
(973-839-3564) or his cell phone (862-666-4047). 


Karl W2KBF announced that Van W2DLT will open the club 
on Saturday January 18 at 1:00 pm so that interested 
members can participate in the North American QSO Party 
SSB contest. 


Continued on next page. 
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Meeting Notes, continued 


Brad KM2C announced that he will conduct a class on how to 
use the Flex radio on Friday January 10. The class will focus on 
how to setup the radio for proper receiving. There will be 
more classes in this series to help familiarize members with 
this powerful modern software defined radio. 


President Nomar NP4H said that this year will see a strong focus 
on education for existing and prospective radio amateurs. In 
addition to continuing the Morse code classes, we expect to 
hold classes on radio operations, soldering and antennas. If you 
have ideas for a class, particularly if you will volunteer to teach 
a subject, please contact the executive council. 


Vice President John W2JLH related how he had learned a lot 
about ham radio from club mentors like Larry WA2ALY and 
Fred W2AAB. He asked Larry if he would explain how he 
designed and built the ground radial system for his successful 
vertical antenna. Larry agreed to do a short talk about the 
system on Friday February 14. John asked Fred about doing an 
introduction to different types of CW (Morse code) 
operations. Fred agreed to do a talk on CW on the last Friday 
in February, the 28th. 


President Nomar NP4H asked Jim W2JC to do a talk on how to 
log contacts and QSL properly using The Logbook of the 
World, eQSL and QRZ.com. We will post a date on the FLARC 
calendar when this is scheduled. 


Fred W2AAB volunteered to do a talk on 160 meter 
operations in October. 


President Nomar NP4H reminded members to _ find 
opportunities to mentor each other on the vast variety of ham 
radio topics. 


Treasurer Al WAZOWL reminds all members that their annual 
renewals and dues need to be sent in to him soon. 


Steve WA2BYX made a motion to purchase new copies of the 
ARRL books on RF exposure and proper grounding, not to 
exceed $60. Lee KD2DRS seconded the motion. After some 
discussion, the motion passed by acclamation. President 
Nomar NP4H said that he would see of the ARRL would 
donate the books to our club library. 


Having no further business, President Nomar NP4H asked for 
a motion to adjourn. Fred W2ABE so moved and Gene WO2W 
seconded the motion. The members present voted in favor 
and the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Randy WU2S, Secretary 
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FLARC "Year of Learning" 
off to good start... 


January 10th Brad KM2C 


January 18th Van W2DLT 
February 14th Larry WA2ALY 
February 28th Fred W2AAB 


FLEX Radios - 
using them at 
the club 
Basic 
Contesting — 
North Amer. 
QSP Party 
Do antennas 


really need 
radials? 
How many 
ways do hams 
use CW ? 


To be decided Logging and Jim W2JC 
QSL Bureaus 


Operating on 
160 meters 


To be decided Fred W2AAB 


North American QSO Party 


The North American QSO Parties are favorites of beginners and seasoned 
operators alike. The NAQPs are low-power only (no amplifiers allowed) 
which makes for a lot more breathing room on the bands. Small stations can 
generate very effective “runs” in the NAQP contests. Multipliers count once 
per-band, which makes for an exciting format, as multipliers can be “moved” 
from band to band. The NAQPs allow stations from all parts of North 
America to be in the running for the top spots. The 12 hour format allows 
participants to do some great contesting, yet still have time for other 
activities during the weekend. 


f fire 56 a : » 
Our new officers kick off the January business meeting 
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